
There is a fascinating link between the 
Earls of Derby, Prescot and Shakespeare. 
To celebrate this, Prescot will soon become 
home to the Shakespeare North Playhouse, 
creating the Shakespearean triangle of 
London, Stratford-Upon-Avon and Prescot.



The Earls of Derby at Knowsley Hall
(the Stanley family) were major theatrical 
patrons and Ferdinando, Lord Strange
(the son of the 4th Earl of Derby) 
maintained a particularly talented troupe
of professional players, “Strange’s Men”.



In the last decade of the 16th 
Century, a young poet - William 
Shakespeare - decided to turn his 
hand to writing plays. Strange’s Men 
staged Shakespeare’s first drama - 
Henry VI - in 1590-92 at the Rose 
Theatre in London.



Strange’s Men included Thomas 
Pope, Will Kempe and John 
Hemmings, who together with 
Shakespeare later formed the core 
of the Lord Chamberlain’s Men at 
the Globe in London (this was the 
company in which Shakespeare 
was a shareholder) becoming the 
King’s Men when James I became 
its patron.



In Elizabethan times, Prescot in 
Knowsley was home to the first 
freestanding, purpose-built indoor 
playhouse outside of London. 



Evidence suggests that Shakespeare 
would have visited Lancashire and the 
Earls of Derby’s residences, including 
Knowsley Hall, during the 1600’s and 
that some of his earliest plays, which 
contain tributes to the Stanleys, could 
have been first staged at Prescot or at 
Knowsley Hall.   



Shakespeare probably wrote
A Midsummer Night’s Dream to 
mark the wedding of the 6th Earl 
of Derby, William, to Elizabeth de 
Vere in front of Queen Elizabeth I.



Edward Stanley (the 19th 
Earl of Derby) is currently 
President of the Shakespeare 
North Trust.



In 1582 Shakespeare married Anne 
Hathaway who was pregnant at the 
time and their daughter Susanna 
was born in 1583. The couple later 
had twins - Hamnet and Judith - but 
unfortunately Hamnet died at the 
age of 11. His only granddaughter 
Elizabeth - daughter of Susanna - 
died childless in 1670. Shakespeare 
therefore has no descendants.



Shakespeare lived a double 
life. By the 17th Century he
had become a famous 
playwright in London but in his 
hometown of Stratford, where 
his wife and children lived, he 
was a well-known and highly 
respected businessman and 
property owner.



It is thought that Shakespeare was 
born on 23 April 1564 and died 
on 23 April 1616. Records show 
that he was christened on 26 April 
1564 and in those times, children 
were always christened within a 
few days of birth. His monument 
on the north chancel wall of Holy 
Trinity Church tells us that he died 
on 23 April 1616, aged 53 - 
probably on his birthday.



Actors think Macbeth is an 
unlucky play and remain 
superstitious about saying the 
name ‘Macbeth’ aloud. To this 
day, they still refer to it as
‘The Scottish Play’ and to 
Macbeth’s wife as ‘Lady M’. 



During his life Shakespeare wrote 
at least 38 plays, 154 sonnets and 
a number of other poems (that we 
know of). In addition there are a 
number of “lost plays” and plays 
that Shakespeare collaborated on. 
The complete works have
884,647 words.



Shakespeare has been credited 
by the Oxford English Dictionary 
with introducing almost 3,000 new 
words into English. Estimates of his 
vocabulary range from 17,000 to 
a dizzying 29,000 words - at least 
double the number of words used by 
the average conversationalist. 



Shakespeare has given many 
memorable phrases that are 
now in common use such as 
“wild goose chase”, “foregone 
conclusion” and “in a pickle”. 
Shakespeare also created many 
memorable insults including “Thou 
hast no more brains than I have in 
mine elbow” and “A weasel hath 
not such a deal of spleen as you 
are toss’d with”.



The Star Trek franchise has
longstanding connections to 
Shakespeare. These episodes from the 
first series alone are based on lines 
from his plays:
 
“Dagger of the Mind” - Macbeth.

“The Conscience of the King” - Hamlet.

“All Our Yesterdays” - Macbeth.

“By Any Other Name” - Romeo
and Juliet.



Two of Shakespeare’s plays, Hamlet 
and Much Ado About Nothing, have 
been translated into Klingon. The 
Klingon Language Institute plans 
to translate more! Klingon is just 
one of 80 languages into which 
Shakespeare has been translated.



At Shakespeare’s grave at the 
Church of the Holy Trinity in 
Stratford-Upon-Avon, there is a 
curse against moving his bones. 
It’s thought that the warning was 
penned by Shakespeare himself.
“Good friend for Jesus sake 
forbeare, To dig the dust enclosed 
here. Blessed be the man that 
spares these stones, And cursed 
be he that moves my bones.” 



Few people realise that apart from 
writing his numerous plays and poems 
Shakespeare was also an actor who 
performed many of his own plays as 
well as those of other playwrights. 
There is specific evidence that he 
played the ghost in Hamlet and Adam 
in As You Like It.



On his death, Shakespeare made gifts 
to various people but left his property 
to his daughter, Susanna. The only 
mention of his wife in the will is:
“I gyve unto my wief my second best 
bed with the furniture”.  The “furniture” 
refers to the bedclothes for the bed.



Shakespeare spent £100 to buy 
himself into the Chamberlain’s 
(later the King’s) Men, which 
entitled him to a share in the 
company’s business profits, further 
boosted when in 1599 he bought 
a share in the New Globe Theatre. 
These investments generated an 
income of around £280 per year 
(or 14 times the annual salary 
of the Headmaster in Stratford 
Grammar School).



Built in 1576, The Theatre is 
considered the first structure built 
in London for the sole purpose 
of dramatic productions. By 
1597, Shakespeare’s company, 
the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, 
leased The Theatre but in the 
following year the land owner 
was reluctant to renew the lease. 
On 28 December 1598, the Lord 
Chamberlain’s Men and about 
a dozen workers dismantled 
the Theatre and rebuilt it across 
the Thames. This venue became 
known as the New Globe.




